486

LIFE OP PASTEL WEBSTER.                       [On. X5.

new bank at any time after March, 1836. He also proposed,
in order to increase the circulation of gold and silver, that,
when tlie States would direct their own banks not to issue notes
of a less denomination than five dollars, Congress should direct
the Bank of the United States to issue no notes below twenty
dollar,-?. This he regarded then, and always, as a very impor-
tant object. On asking leave to introduce this bill, he delivered
an impressive speech, which is to be found in the fourth volume
of his Works, and which he closed as follows :

" I have thus, sir, stated my opinions, and discharged my duty. I see
the country laboring and struggling and panting under an enormous
political evil. I propose a remedy which I am sure will produce relief, if
it be adopted, and which seems to me most likely to obtain support. And
now, sir, I put it to every member of Congress, how he can resist this
measure, unless by proposing another and a better. "Who, among the
agents and servants of the people assembled in these Houses, is prepared,
in the present distressed state of the country, to say that he will oppose
every thing and propose nothing t For one, sir, I can only say that I have
been driven to this proposition by an irresistible impulse of obligation to
the country. If I had been suddenly called to my great reckoning in. an-
other world, I should have felt that one duty was neglected, if I had had
no measure to recommend, no expedient to propose, no hope to hold out
to this suffering community.

" As to the success of this bill, sir, or any other, I have only to repeat
what I have so often said, that every thing rests with the people them-
selves. In the distracted state of the public counsels, any measure of
relief can only be obtained by the decisive demand of the public will.

i; By an exercise of executive power, which I believe to be illegal, and
which all must see to have been injurious, by an unrelenting adherence to
the measure which has thus been adopted, in spite of all consequences,
and by the force of those motives which influence men to support the
measure, though they entirely disapprove it, the country is brought to a
condition such as it never before witnessed, and which it cannot long bear.
Bat it is not a condition for despair. Nothing will ruin the country, if the
people themselves will undertake its safety, and nothing can save it, if
they leave that safety in any hands but their own.

l" Would to God, sir, that I could draw around me all these twelve
millions of people I Would to God that I could speak audibly to every
independent elector in the whole land ! I would not say to them, vainly
anil arrogantly, that their safety and happiness require the adoption of any
measure recommended by me. But I would say to them, with the sin-
cerest conviction that ever animated man's heart, that their safety and
happiness do require their own prompt and patriotic attention to the